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FOREWORD 


The third edition of the Ordnance Survey map of Roman Britain has been 
compiled in the Archaeology Division of the Survey under the supervision of the 
Archaeology Officer, Mr. C. W. Phillips, m.a., F.s.A. Much new information has been 
gathered since 1928, and a careful study has been made of the whole body of the material 
on which the map is based by the Assistant Archaeology Officer, Mr. A. L. F. Rivet, 
M.A., F.S.A. 


The style of the map has been radically changed from earlier editions. New 
symbols have been introduced and colour has been used to differentiate between the 
broad categories of human activity, to present a picture of Roman civilisation which 
can be more readily appreciated. 


Though much work has been done on the map by the Ordnance Survey, it 
could not have been produced except as the result of co-operation to a single end by 
all those working on the archaeology of Roman Britain. Much of such work has been 
done on a voluntary basis outside the Department, and I would like to thank all those 
who have so freely given their results and their time to assist in this production. 





m Major-General, 
Director General. 
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION. 


A quarter of a century has passed since the second edition of the Ordnance Survey map of 
Roman Britain was published. The third edition incorporates the many advances which have been 
made in this field of knowledge during the period. The scale is not changed but the whole of Great 
Britain is now covered by a single sheet. The new base map is designed to carry a sequence of 
historica] maps extending to the 18th century, of which this is the first, and in this instance the 
complete coverage of Great Britain has the advantage of showing at once the areas which remained 
outside the Province of Britain, those over which Roman control was fluctuating, and the area of 
full domination. At 1:1,000,000 the map is now nearly saturated by the amount of material to be 
shown, and any treatment of the period in greater detail will have to be carried on to a larger scale. 


A new feature in this edition is the provision of five maps in the text, to give clearer 
treatment to areas of special density and to particular problems, and there are also more comprehensive 
indices than have appeared before. Those familiar with the second edition will notice that the attempt 
to show the areas of natural woodland on a geological basis has been abandoned. This has been done 
because any real accuracy in their representation has proved to be impracticable and because the 
advance of knowledge suggests that in a number of areas these woodlands were substantially reduced 
in extent in Roman times. 


It must be made clear that this is a map of what we know about Roman Britain and not a 
balanced presentation of the facts as they would have appeared to a contemporary in any one of the 
four centuries concerned. The policy adopted in compiling the map has been conservative. All the 
facts shown have been authenticated by field observation or, as in the case of place names of doubtful 
attribution, are included by the consensus of received opinion and the probabilities of the case. It 
would not be difficult to add a number of other conjectural features with the virtual certainty of being 
right, but it is left to users to see the logical consequences of the facts presented and to follow them up 
in their own researches. 


The topographical evidence for nearly four hundred years of history has been compressed on 
to this single sheet. There can be no doubt that the map of Britain would have varied a great deal in 
detail during this long period of time. Different centuries would require very different emphasis on 
changing details of the road system, the extension or retraction of the frontiers, the relative importance 
of towns, variations in the defensive scheme, and in the character of rural life, but our knowledge of 
the stratigraphy of the numerous sites, great and small, does not yet permit a confident breaking up 
of the mass into its contemporaneous parts. The greater refinements now being applied to Romano- 
British studies, and in particular the growing knowledge of the date and distribution of coarse pottery, 
will permit a beginning to be made with this process in time. 


Another difficulty arises from the varying degree of attention which has been paid to the 
subject in different parts of the country. Nothing is more striking in the present edition as compared 
with the second than the great advance which has been made in our knowledge of Lincolnshire. 
Before it was sketchy, and now it appears as one of the most amply provided areas in the country. 
This is partly due to the real density of Romano-British activities in the county, but partly also to the 
fact that it has been well worked over in the field since 1928. In our experience it is seldom that any 
likely region is examined closely without a quick and notable advance in the amount of material to be 
shown on the map. 


Since Roman Britain did not exist i vacuo on the confines of North-Western Europe some 
attempt has been made to deal with the small part of Gaul which appears on the map. The main 
sources used are the work of Cochet and Cousin in the 19th century, and the archaeological information 
is inevitably incomplete, but the intention is to stress the fact that in this direction lay the main body 
of the Empire and that this was the chief taking-off point for entry into Britain. 


Departmental considerations prevent any full treatment of Ireland which, in any case, formed 
no part of the Roman Empire. . The places where Roman material has been found in Ireland have been 
shown so far as possible, and the information is taken from Professor S. P. O’Riordain’s paper Roman 
Material in Ireland (Procs. of the Royal Irish Academy, Vol. 51C3 (1947)) with some additions from 
Mr. E. M. Jope. These finds must represent the outcome of raids on Britain and Gaul and also 
some degree of trade. 


CHANGES IN THE USE OF SYMBOLS. 

Additions to the list of symbols are detailed below, but there are two important departures from 
former practice which require particular explanation at the outset. On the second edition there were 
two symbols, a circle containing a dot and an open circle, which were used to show “villages” and 
“finds indicating permanent settlement” respectively. Certain areas, notably in Wessex, were thickly 
sown with the “village” symbol because at the time of compilation the nature of peasant settlement on 
the chalk lands of Southern Britain was not well understood. It is now tolerably certain that anything 
which can truly be regarded as a village is rare in the countryside of Roman Britain, though it was well 
provided with individual native farms, or small groups of them which were no more than hamlets. 
This is fully in accord with the known tendencies of Celtic peoples in their rural settlement, but its 
application to the present case has been demonstrated by the excavations of 1938-9 on the Iron Age 
site of Little Woodbury and the reassessment of the Pitt Rivers excavations in Cranborne Chase in the 
light of the knowledge then acquired. The recognition of the minor status of these farms does not, 
of course, reduce their interest for the student, and their distribution in one area is shown in some 
detail in fig. 5, but it would be both misleading and technically difficult to give them a full showing on 
the map at a scale of 1:1,000,000. 


Somewhat similar considerations have led to the abandonment of the use of the open circle to 
signalise “finds indicating permanent settlement”. Apart from the difficulty of giving a consistent 
meaning to this phrase it must be recognised that we cannot in the present state of our knowledge show 
the total distribution of the population, but only the extent to which it fell under Roman influence. 
In the south-east, where Romanisation was most intense, the two are probably coterminous, but it 
is very much otherwise in the highland zone. The forts of Wales and the north were not planted in 
a desert and the tribes of Scotland were numerous enough to harrass, and on occasion to overrun, 
the frontier defences. Our knowledge of purely native settlement in this period is steadily improving, 
but it is still not sufficiently secure to justify the inclusion of such material here. On this map all the 
minor aspects of Romanisation, ranging from an excavated farm to a single coin or potsherd, whether 
associated with native settlement or not, are shown by black dots. ‘This is a summary proceeding, but 
a complete record of the reason for each dot is kept in the Archaeology Division, where it can be 
consulted, and while the individual sites vary enormously in weight (some coin finds may even 
represent recent losses), their massing on this small scale map presents a picture which is in general 
valid, and which could not be obtained in any other way. It also throws into relief the coherent 
organisation of the province, as evidenced by the towns and the lesser roadside settlements to which 
these two symbols are now applied. 


MILITARY SITES. 

The greatly increased number of military sites shown on this edition is very largely due to the 
development of air photography as an aid to archaeology. In the extreme north the line of Agricola’s 
advance has been still further illustrated, and excavation has confirmed the claim of Inchtuthil as the 
most northerly legionary fortress in the world. At the western end of the Antonine Wall two 
fortified posts have been recognised on the south side of the Clyde, opposite Dumbarton, to close 
a gap which had always appeared to exist in the defensive scheme. Elsewhere between the walls the 
most notable development has been the elucidation of the routes northwards from Carlisle, with their 
related works. Here attention may be drawn to a class of site which is now distinguished for the 
first time under the name of fortlet; these are minor fortified posts accommodating detachments or 
patrols of less than cohort or ala strength. 


Notable work has been done on Hadrian’s Wall, but, as with the Antonine Wall, the scale of 
the map prevents its presentation in detail. Of particular interest is the demonstration that though 
the continuous rampart stopped at Bowness, the other elements of the frontier system, including 
mile-fortlets and towers, were carried on down the Cumberland coast to beyond Beckfoot. But 
there is still no evidence of defensive works on the east coast between South Shields and the Tees. 


South of the Wall we are confronted with a considerable elaboration of the road system and a 
multiplication of military posts, and the same is true, though to a lesser degree, in Wales. In both 
these areas, however, and along Hadrian’s Wall itself, it must be remembered that while the designation 
“military zone” is still appropriate, most forts had attached to them civil settlements, which in time 
attained to a considerable size and prosperity and to recognised civil status as vici. ‘The recently 
excavated settlement attached to Caerleon in Wales is only an outstanding example of what is in 
essence commonplace, and it appears probable that the flourishing Colonia of York began as an 
appendage to the legionary fortress. These vei are shown on the map by symbols appropriate to 
their size and partly obscured by those of the military establishments on which they depended. 
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Throughout the military zone air photography has intensified a problem which already existed 
when the second edition was published. This concerns the great number of temporary camps and 
other works which cluster round important staging points like High Rochester and Chew Green. 
In many places where only one site was known before it has become evident that there is a palimpsest 
of successive features. Scale demands that in most cases one symbol must stand for all, and the tally 
of temporary camps is, therefore, incomplete. Similarly, where a fort has succeeded a fortlet, or vice 
versa, only the major symbol is shown. 


One other class of military site is now shown for the first time, namely works constructed in 
the course of training. These are distinguished by anomalies in siting and construction, the emphasis 
being placed on the more complicated features such as ¢/aviculae, and by their occurrence in groups 
without regard to tactical necessity. Since the recognition of the classic site at Cawthorn, others have 
been either discovered or reassessed, and no fewer than five now appear on the map. 


Turning now from the military zone proper to the rest of the province, two important 
developments demand notice. The first of these concerns the early years of the occupation. It has 
long been recognised that many civil sites must have had a military beginning, and recent research has 
been rewarded with a number of forts and a few camps which must now be shown. The most striking 
case is the fort in London, but there are numerous other examples, especially in the Midlands and on 
the Welsh border. These, together with the early legionary fortresses at Kingsholm (Gloucester) 
and at Lincoln, which were superseded by Caerleon and York respectively, are all shown by their 
appropriate symbols, but in a modified form, with an open square replacing a solid square. The 
purpose of this modification, apart from its cartographic convenience where one symbol is 
superimposed on another, is to avoid the impression of continuing military activity in the districts 
where they lie, and to contrast them with the Saxon Shore forts, which were a later development. 
They might be termed “temporary forts’’, but their builders did not necessarily regard them as such, 
any more than the forts in Scotland, and some of them, including that at London, may even have had 
a longer life. 


The second point concerns coast defence. No change has been made in the chain of forts 
defending the so-called Saxon Shore, though the small work at Hadleigh in Essex may represent an 
addition; but the number of coastal signal stations has been increased, either by the location of fresh 
sites on the ground or, as in the case of Corton, by a critical examination of old records. It is now 
apparent that other coasts besides that of Yorkshire were equipped with these warning posts and 
though many may have been destroyed by coastal erosion there must be several more that await 
identification. The station on Stoke Hill near Exeter from its field of vision hints at a system covering 
the south coast to complement that which clearly existed along the Bristol Channel. 


TOWNS AND OTHER COMMUNAL SETTLEMENTS. 

Our knowledge of towns has increased considerably since 1928. So far as the coloniae and 
London are concerned there has been no change except to emphasise the physical pre-eminence of 
London by drawing in the actual shape of the town, but an innovation has been made by distinguishing 
the cantonal capitals. This class comprises the administrative centres of the original civitates, as listed 
by Ptolemy, and the main criterion for admission has been political status, as evidenced by their 
appearance in the Antonine Itinerary and elsewhere with tribal suffixes.* But with the exception of 
three of sub-standard size (Venta Icenorum, Venta Silurum, and Petuaria, itself a newcomer) it also 
conveniently groups together all the major towns of the province. No judgment is passed here on 
the question of whether any of them attained the status of municipium. The claim of Verulamium 
rests on a single—and possibly loose—use of the word by Tacitus, and whatever may be the truth of 
the matter, the Catuvellauni are shown by inscriptions to have survived as a civifas to the Severan age. 


A second innovation has been the introduction of a spa symbol to indicate the special standing 
of Bath and Buxton. All other walled towns are shown by the smaller black circle. This covers a 
wide range of sites, whose number has been greatly increased by recent research. At the upper end 
of the scale notable additions are Ilchester, which may have equalled Dorchester as an administrative 
centre of the Durotriges, and Caister on Sea, which appears to have been a port of some magnitude. 
But many lesser places have also yielded evidence of walls—for example Droitwich, presumably based 
on the salt industry, Towcester in Northamptonshire, Mildenhall in Wiltshire, and Great Casterton in 
Rutland. Like the larger towns, most of these smaller examples (some of them no more than posting 
stations) seem to have received their walls at the end of the second century. The historical reasons 
for this are still not fully elucidated, but it is becoming clear that a substantial stone wall then became 
the rule and additions to the class are to be expected in the future. As examples of likely candidates 
one may suggest Whitchurch in Shropshire and Godmanchester in Huntingdonshire. 


* Considerations of space have prevented the inclusion of these tribal suffixes on the face of the map, but they will be found in 
the place name index. 
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For the time being, however, these, together with all other communal sites are classified as 
“other major settlements” and “minor settlements”. The distinction between major and minor is 
largely provisional and depends in the first instance on the known presence or absence of substantial 
buildings with stone foundations; very few have been satisfactorily explored. Throughout the 
lowland zone they are normally dependent on roads and their spacing is eloquent of their function as 
posting stations. As such, many of them had earthwork defences, but this in itself is no sure criterion 
of their lasting importance. ‘Thus, in the case of Ewell, whose defences, if they existed, are unknown, 
the natural advantages of the siting encouraged growth, while Hardham, a defended site on the same 
road, appears to have made no progress or declined. Earthwork defences are, therefore, not indicated 
on the map, though here again they are distinguished in the index. 


Among the minor settlements are a few sites in the highland zone of a more specifically native 
character, which yet show sufficient signs of Roman influence to justify their inclusion in a picture of 
the Roman province. These are hill forts where communal occupation persisted beyond the first 
century, such as Tre’r Ceiri in Caernarvonshire, Trevelgue Head in Cornwall and the interesting case 
of Sutton Walls in Herefordshire, or villages such as Ewe Close in Westmorland (related to a road) 
and Chysauster in Cornwall. These are distinct from the smaller native farms and hamlets which, 
as already stated, do not appear except where the occurrence in them of Roman material is signalled by 
a dot. 


THE COUNTRYSIDE. 

It is in the countryside that the greatest changes appear in this edition. Reference has already 
been made to the altered use of the two circle symbols, but modifications have also been made in the 
method of showing buildings. On the second edition one omnibus symbol, a black triangle, was 
used to show “Villas and other large houses”; here an attempt has been made to introduce a greater 
degree of precision and this requires careful explanation. 


In the first place, temples and shrines have been singled out for special treatment. No account 
has been taken of temples found in towns or other major sites, or standing so close to them as to form 
part of their organisation, but we have many examples which stand away from the towns and form a 
distinct and interesting feature of the countryside. ‘Their normal character is that of the Romano- 
Celtic temple, usually surrounded by a ¢emenos, but several variants occur and the sites shown range 
from the lonely shrines of Silvanus on Scargill Moor near Bowes to the elaborate cult centre of Nodens 
at Lydney. Also included are a few enigmatic sites like Cold Kitchen Hill and Lowbury, where cults 
must surely have been maintained, though the structural details of the shrines elude us. 


All other rural buildings of substance—those, that is to say, which have at least wall foundations 
of stone—are shown by one of three symbols. The first, marked by a solid black triangle, is restricted 
to cases where the presence of a villa is beyond reasonable doubt. The second class, shown by a half 
black, half white triangle, contains buildings where the villa character is suggested but not finally 
proved, and a number of sites where isolated bath buildings have beenfound. In two cases (Tremadoc 
and Prestatyn) these bath buildings are of military type and probably indicate the proximity of a fort 
or military works depot, but elsewhere, where their civil character is certain, they are one of the minor 
puzzles of Romano-British archaeology. In some cases it seems permissible to wonder if they have 
some unrecognised industrial purpose; in others, where their character is plainly domestic, they 
may be adjuncts to timber buildings whose presence was not noted by the excavators.* The third 
class of building is shown by an open triangle. Of these a few, including some where small 
fragments of tessellated pavement have been found, may be temples; others are humble farmhouses, 
Romanised indeed as to their plan, but with none of the amenities of civilised life, such as Iwerne in 
Dorset and Catsgore and Holcombe in Somerset; and of others again we have no knowledge at all 
beyond their bare existence. 


From this it will be seen that the division into classes rests on two forms of distinction, the one 
evidential, the other real. The former requires no comment except to remark that a review of all the 
evidence, such as was undertaken in preparation for this map, can be a depressing experience, and a 
useful purpose will have been served if attention is directed to the need for precise information and if 
facile generalisation is discouraged. With regard to the latter, some explanation is needed of the 
term “villa”. Whatever view may be held of its original connotation,—and the Romans themselves 
were not always consistent,—account must also be taken of common usage. Here the word is used in 
the sense of the house forming the headquarters of an estate, whether resting primarily on agriculture 
or on industry, whose occupier could maintain a civilised way of life according to the standards of his 
time. If the chief criterion is architectural, this is so because of the implications of architectural detail. 


* Bath houses attached to established villas are not, of course, shown separately. 
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A civilised standard of life demanded some degree of wealth and this is indicated by tessellated 
pavements, which involved financial outlay; similarly it demanded domestic slaves, and they are 
indicated by hypocausts, which needed fuelling and cleaning. Thus on the one hand we include 
several houses round Castor whose mainstay must have been the pottery industry, and on the other 
exclude Catsgore which, though a farm, does not pass the test of prosperity. Even within the 
limited class of villa thus established it is possible to make further divisions. ‘There was a real 
difference, for example, between houses like those at Northleigh and Woodchester and those at Park 
Street and Lockleys. While the former are really large establishments which will stand comparison 
with the classic sites of the Continent, the latter are on a very much smaller scale and may have been 
no more than the houses of tenant farmers. It would be impossible to point this distinction on a 
map, both because of the number of intermediate types and because different standards must be applied 
in different periods and areas. 


One further class of site requires notice in this connection. Asa result of the excavation of the 
villa at Ditchley in Oxfordshire it was realised that the rectangular enclosure which sometimes 
surrounds such sites might be a useful diagnostic, and a number of such enclosures have been noted 
from the air, mostly in the Ditchley region. Where these have not yet been proved to contain villas 
they do not appear on the main map, but a few will be found on the map of the North Oxfordshire 
region. 

The general effect of the new edition is to increase the number of villas and other rural 
buildings; most of the well-known villa concentrations have increased in size and the northern limit 
has been extended as faras Old Durham. But of equal significance is the wider distribution of remains 
in areas where villas have not beenfound. Although the sites of humble farms are no longer separately 
shown, the areas in which fields of the so-called “Celtic” type survive are indicated on the map. 
These fields represent a primitive form of agriculture introduced into Britain during the Late Bronze 
Age, and although evidence is sometimes lacking in particular cases the great majority of them 
continued in cultivation and many indeed were not laid out until the Roman era. The distribution 
shown is advisedly described as that of surviving examples, and largely depends on their situation on 
the chalk uplands, on land which has been marginal ever since, and where they have been least subjected 
to the destructive effects of later agricultural systems. Certainly their original extent was very much 
greater than the map shows, and this is borne out by such additions as have been made to our knowledge 
since 1928. These include areas in Wales, on the Welsh Border, and in Upper Wharfedale, but the 
most important is the Fenland of Cambridgeshire and South Lincolnshire. It is certain that the Fens 
were very sparsely occupied during the later Iron Age and the great influx of Romano-British peasants 
in the later first century is due to a natural improvement in the conditions helped, to an extent which is 
not yet fully understood, by Roman drainage works. The colonisation of the area must have been the 
result of official action, and it has been suggested that it was an Imperial domain, a notion supported 
by the Car Dyke canal system, which is clearly designed to provide easy communication northwards to 
the region of Yorkandbeyond. At the same time it has yielded no nucleated settlement of importance, 
no structure of anything more solid than timber, wattle, daub, and thatch, and its administrative 
centre is unknown. ‘Towards the end of the Roman period flood and fen conditions re-established 
themselves and the area is full of special problems which are under investigation. 


If we do not know the full extent of peasant agriculture based on “Celtic” fields, neither do we 
know what field system was normally used by the villas. Above all, we do not know what form of 
agriculture operated in the richer lands, especially the east midlands, which may well have produced 
the bulk of the province’s corn surplus. As has been suggested, this is in the nature of the case, for 
these lands have been under constant cultivation ever since Roman times, but attention must be drawn 
to the evidence of the dots which appear on the map, many of them on the heavier soils. It has already 
been mentioned that natural woodlands have been left off this edition, and this is partly because field 
work has shown a persistent occurrence of minor Romano-British remains in areas like Essex, Suffolk, 
and Norfolk where they were not apparent to the same extent before. In any case, without any 
massive removal of woodland cover, we now know that there are many loam terrains in these boulder 
clay areas which are favourable to agriculture. Again, Lincolnshire was clearly carrying quite a large 
rural population, especially in the Jurassic belt north of Lincoln, and it is becoming apparent that the 
Malton area of Yorkshire and the Yorkshire Wolds generally were playing a bigger part than w2 used 
to think. The finds in the market-gardening area of the Vale of Evesham are yet another interesting 
development. 

It follows from this that any attempt to divide the rural economy of Roman Britain neatly 
between the backward Celtic field areas on the one hand and the prosperous villas on the other must be 
mistaken. Different estates suffered different fortunes in the 400 years covered by the map and while 
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some villas, especially those with other sources of income, may have tilled Celtic fields, other farms, 
gathering rich harvests, may yet have remained poor because of the exactions of landlords and the 
State. Such may have been those represented by the poorer stone buildings referred to above; 
elsewhere, their houses would have been of timber, like that recently recognised on Cherry Hinton 
Hill near Cambridge. This was quite a substantial structure, of basilican plan, with outbuildings, but 
until its postholes were revealed by the removal of the topsoil by a bulldozer, there was no evidence 
of Romano-British activity on the site, except a few scraps of pottery and some burials. A similar 
assemblage of minor finds can be made in hundreds of places on the heavier soils, and until a 
considerable number of them have been investigated the picture must be incomplete. 


One peculiar region brought out on this map is that directly north of London and bounded 
on the east, west, and north by Ermine Street, Watling Street, and the road from St. Albans to 
Colchester. On the west side of Watling Street south of Brockley Hill there is another empty arc 
of territory which extends to the London-Silchester road as far west as Staines and also out to the 
foothills of the Chilterns. These vacant areas are notable by contrast with all the others round 
London which are well supplied with signs of population. The soil to the north of London is not 
very favourable to settlement, but equally unpromising areas elsewhere are not deserted in this way. 
Some kind of reserve attached to London seems to be indicated. 


Since 1928 several more attempts have been made to prove the existence of areas of centuriation 
in Roman Britain. They have not been entirely convincing and, since the amount of territory 
concerned is small, it is not shown here. 


FUNERAL MONUMENTS. 

The scale of the map prevents us from giving special attention to the general run of Romano- 
British cemeteries and individual] burials, though all are indicated by dots, but two classes of burial 
monument are now given a separate symbol. These are the large barrows, which carry on the 
tradition of the Belgic aristocracy and are mainly confined to the East and South East, and the more 
sophisticated stone-built mausolea, of which only four examples are so far known in this country. 
The barrows frequently occur in groups, but in these cases only a single symbol has been used. 


INDUSTRY AND MINING. 

Apart from mining the only industries which have been separately noticed on this map are the 
making of tiles, pottery, and salt. The existence of others is well known, but the information on their 
distribution is still too imperfect for them to be shown. A case in point is the metallurgical industry 
at the stage of working metals up into implements and hardware. Wilderspool by Warrington, 
Heronbridge by Chester, and Tiddington near Stratford-on-Avon may be cited as places where this 
was catried on, and it is ‘known that there was much manufacture of munitions in the military depot 
at Corbridge south of Hadrian’s Wall, but there must have been many more centres than these. In 
the same way industries connected with cloth manufacture have been left out for want of sufficient 
evidence. 


In pottery and tile making a large number of sites has been recognised, several of which, like 
Castor on the Nene, were of much more than local importance. A new feature of the third edition is 
a distinction by symbol between major sites with some considerable distribution of their wares, and 
individual kilns or small groups of not more than local significance. A few pottery kilns, closely 
associated with major sites, have of necessity been omitted, as also the tile kilns at Mumrills, South 
Shields and Gelligaer. 


The manufacture of salt in Roman times is well attested at many coastal and some inland sites, 
and has been noted on the map. 


Mining for iron, lead, tin, copper, gold, and shale is shown, the extraction of silver being 
associated with the lead. The main sources of building stone also appear where they are known. 
No mention has been made of coal. It is certain that outcrop coal was widely used in Roman Britain. 
The chief centres where it was got appear to have been in Northumberland, South Yorkshire, and the 
Somerset coal field near Bath, but the subject is still too obscure for mapping. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 
a. Roads. 

The number of certain or strongly suspected stretches of Roman road which have been 
observed since 1928 is considerable. Here, as in the case of the villas, Romano-British archaeology 
is still without any exhaustive study of the Roman road system in all its technical details. A broad 
classification of roads might be made into those which were always of prime importance to the 
province, those which were purely military, and those secondary examples which came into existence 
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as a result of economic needs. South of the Thames Mr. I. D. Margary has shown the way in his 
recent studies of secondary routes between London and the South Coast, but there is lite information 
about most of the major roads except a good knowledge of their line across country. Some of this 
ignorance is due to their continuous use till the present day with its consequent destruction of their 
original features. 


A comparison of this edition with the second will show that no great changes have been made in 
the main roads except to clarify some details formerly obscure. It has still not proved possible to 
close many of the odd gaps which occur in the road system of East Anglia, possibly because some of 
them were connected with the subjugation of the Iceni and had no particular use when the province 
settled down, and perhaps because the sea has swallowed up some important objectives without 
which the plan does not make much sense. A knowledge of the date of these roads would help to 
solve the puzzle. Here, as in other places, we may have to do with a palimpsest. 


There are some other problems like the lack of a direct road between St. Albans and 
Silchester and of another one east out of Winchester. The Forest of Dean and the Hereford region 
are also puzzling areas. The gap in the Bath-Poole road remains a challenge to field workers, and the 
curious arrangement of roads north of Bawtry suggests a lost direct route from that place to Tadcaster. 
There may also have been an east-west route from Malton across into Lancashire via Wensleydale and 
Bainbridge. The situation in the South-West has been improved by the recognition of a route west 
from Exeter passing north of Dartmoor towards Cornwall and the area of moderate Romanisation 
round Penzance. 


It is obvious that the road system of Wales requires more careful study to complete the line 
from Carmarthen to Caernarvon parallel with Cardigan Bay, and to show how this road was provided 
with the necessary strategic connections eastwards to the Severn Valley and the West Midlands. In 
Scotland the discovery of new military sites already referred to has brought with it some new stretches 
of road, one of the most significant of which is the piece deriving from Upper Clydesdale and 
aiming at the Ayr region via Loudoun Hill. 


An examination of this edition will show many short new stretches of road some of which 
attain obvious objectives while others end in the air. In many cases it is plain whither they are 
tending, and the map should give a lead to those who are interested in filling in the gaps. A case in 
point is the new road North-West of Chichester. Its objective could be either Silchester, or the 
Farnham area, or both. 


A careful check has been made of Roman milestones and with four exceptions, where their 
omission is dictated by the scale of the map, all the sites where their discovery is adequately 
authenticated are shown. Where two or more stones have been found on one site, only one symbol 
appears. 


Ancient trackways which were certainly in use in Roman times continue to appear on this 
map. ‘The chief examples are the Icknield Way with its continuation, the Berkshire Ridgeway, and 
the Harroway-North Downs trackway route connecting Wiltshire and areas further west with the 
Straits of Dover. The Jurassic Way has been omitted because it appears to have been largely 
superseded by the Fosse Way as a connection between the South-West and the Humber. In the 
Midlands attention is drawn to Sewestern Lane which provides a direct route from the Stamford area 
and the South-East to the Trent at Newark, and also to Middle Street, the ancient route which was 
not entirely superseded by Ermine Street between Lincoln and the Humber. There is also the High 
Street connecting Horncastle and Caistor with the Humber at South Ferriby along the western 
escarpment of the Lincolnshire Wolds. The failure to show any ancient trackway on this map does 
not imply that it was not in use in Roman times, but as their number is considerable, and the 
determination of their precise line difficult, only the most important can appear. 


b. Navigable Canals. 

This edition shows the Roman canal system in the East of England for the first time. Its 
main effect is to provide through communication by water from the Cambridge and Great Ouse 
valley areas to the river system flowing into the Humber, and so to York. It begins at the south end 
by the Car Dyke leaving the river Cam at Waterbeach north of Cambridge and cutting across to the 
Great Ouse near Earith. From here it may be suspected that a direct water connection was made 
with the Nene at Peterborough, partly by natural watercourses, and possibly with the aid of the 
artificial cut known today as Cnut’s Dyke.* From the Nene the main Car Dyke extends northwards 
for fifty six miles following a contour course along the western edge of the Deeping and Witham 
Fens and entering the Witham a few miles below Lincoln at Washingborough. A connection is 
then provided with the Trent at Torksey by the artificial cut known as the Foss Dyke which leaves 
the Witham at Brayford Pool outside the south wall of Roman Lincoln. 


*On the map the courses of the Fenland waterways in Roman times are shown by a darker tone of blue. 
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Excavation has shown that the Cambridgeshire section of the Car Dyke was constructed in 
the decade A.D. 50-Go and that it passed out of use late in the second century. The Roman age of the 
Lincolnshire section and of the Foss Dyke has never been decisively proved, but all the evidence is 
strongly in favour of this age for the system, air photographs showing that it has several short lateral 
branches into the Deeping Fens which are clearly contemporaneous with Romano-British cultivation 
areas. The Foss Dyke is a logical necessity to complete the connection between the Fen waterways 
and the Trent-Humber system of rivers. It appears to have been reconditioned as early as the reign 
of Henry 1st. By this system the whole of the Fenland agricultural area and much of South-East 
England north of the Thames could have been made tributary to the military zone of the Province. 


AQUEDUCTS. 

A new feature of this edition is the showing of aqueducts for water supply at Dorchester 
(Dorset), Lincoln, Wroxeter, Lanchester, and at Aesica on the Wall. The scale has prevented them 
from being shown in detail, thouch their general extent and relationship to the site which they serve 
appear. The aqueduct of the Dolaucothi gold mine has not been shown as being an integral part of 
an industrial complex. 


LIGHTHOUSES. 
Only two examples of Roman lighthouses are known in Britain, and both are at Dover. These 
now appear for the first time along with the other example across the Channel at Boulogne, the Tour 


d’Ordre. 
THEATRES AND AMPHITHEATRES. 


These are not shown on this map. An amphitheatre was a normal concomitant of a fort or 
town, and all the numerous examples known in this country are too closely related to major sites to 
receive individual attention. Of our three known theatres two were situated inside towns, at 
Verulamium and Durovernum Cantiacorum; the third lay a short distance outside Camulodunum 
and was associated with the temple shown at Gosbeck’s Farm. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 

Detailed excavation reports on the sites shown on this map are scattered about in the journals 
published by the various national and local societies. For some counties summaries have appeared 
in the relevant volumes of the Victoria County History, and the Journal of Roman Studies includes 
an annual review of new work. A useful bibliography will be found in I. A. Richmond’s Roman 
Britain (Pelican History of England, Vol. I, 1955), which is also the best general account of the period. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE 


Expeditions of Julius Caesar to Britain. 


Claudian invasion with four legions under Aulus Plautius. 

Defeat of Caratacus and capture of Camulodunum. 

Campaigns in the west (Legio II Augusta under Vespasian), in the midlands (XX Valeria 
Victrix and XIV Gemina) and in the east (IX Hispana). 


Ostorius Scapula, governor, draws a frontier from the Trent to the Severn. 


Foundation of Colonia Victricensis at Camulodunum. 
Mendip lead mines already in Roman hands. 
Legionary fortresses at Glevum and Lindum. 
Invasion of South Wales. 


Caratacus, finally defeated in North Wales, flees to Cartimandua, queen of the Brigantes, 
and is surrendered to the Romans. 


Didius Gallus, governor, intervenes on the side of Cartimandua in Brigantian civil war. 


Suetonius Paulinus, governor, attacks Anglesey. 
Icenian revolt under Boudicca suppressed after sack of Camulodunum, Londinium and 
Verulamium. 


One legion (XIV Gemina) withdrawn from Britain. 
Army in Britain refuses to join the governor, Trebellius Maximus, in revolt against Galba. 
Romans fail to prevent the defection of the Brigantes. 


Petilius Cerealis, governor, with a new legion (II Adiutrix) conquers the Brigantes. 
Legionary fortress at Eburacum. 


Sextus Julius Frontinus, governor, subdues Wales and plants garrisons there. 
Legionary fortresses at Isca and Deva. 


Cn. Julius Agricola, governor, completes the conquest of North Wales and Anglesey. 
Consolidation of Brigantian conquest. 
Agricola advances to the Forth—Clyde line. 


Agricola advances north and defeats the Caledonians at the battle of Mons Graupius. 
Roman fleet circumnavigates Britain. 
Legionary fortress at Inchtuthil. 


Agricola recalled by Domitian. 

One legion (IJ Adiutrix) withdrawn from Britain. 
Legionary fortress at Inchtuthil evacuated. 

Foundation of Lindum Colonia at Lincoln. 
Foundation of Colonia Nervia Glevensis at Gloucester. 


Legionary fortress at Isca and many auxiliary forts in Wales rebuilt in stone. 
Scottish forts evacuated. 


Legionary fortress at Deva rebuilt in stone. 
Legionary fortress at Eburacum rebuilt in stone. 
Revolt in north Britain. 


Hadrian visits Britain. 

Legio IX Hispana replaced by VI Victrix. 

Construction of Hadrian’s Wall from Tyne to Solway begun by Aulus Platorius Nepos. 

Q. Lollius Urbicus, governor under Antoninus Pius, advances into Scotland and builds 
the Antonine Wall across the Clyde-Forth isthmus. 

Rebellion in north Britain suppressed by C. Julius Verus. 

Antonine Wall temporarily evacuated. 


Forts rebuilt by Calpurnius Agricola. 
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Further revolt in north Britain subdued by Ulpius Marcellus. 
Antonine Wall broken. 


On the assassination of Commodus, Pertinax (lately governor of Britain) is chosen . 
emperor by the Praetorian Guard but quickly killed. Empire auctioned to Didius 
Julianus, who is defeated by Severus. 


Clodius Albinus, governor, takes troops from Britain to fight for the throne and is 
defeated by Severus. 

Hadrian’s Wall, the fortress at Eburacum and many forts overrun and destroyed by the 
Maeatae. 


Virius Lupus restores the situation and rebuilds many forts. 

Rebuilding of Hadrian’s Wall by Alfenus Senecio. 

Severus, Geta and Caracalla arrive in Britain and prepare for northern campaigning. 
Severus and Caracalla campaign in Scotland and receive the surrender of the Caledonians. 
Revolt of the Maeatae and second Scottish campaign. 


Severus dies at York. 
Withdrawal to Hadrian’s Wall and organization of southern Scotland as a protectorate. 


Caracalla extends Roman citizenship to all free provincials. 
Britain divided into two provinces. 


Britain a part of the Gallic Empire of Postumus and his successors. 

Saxon pirates in the Channel. 

Carausius, commander of the British fleet, usurps the title of Emperor in Britain and 
northern Gaul and is temporarily recognised by Diocletian and Maximian. 

Constantius as Caesar reconquers Carausius’ continental possessions. 

Carausius murdered by Allectus, who succeeds him. 


Britain restored to the legitimate emperors by Constantius, who crosses the Channel 
and defeats and kills Allectus. 

Barbarian inroads in the north. 

Hadrian’s Wall and legionary fortresses at Eburacum and Deva rebuilt. 

Diocletian’s reorganisation divides Britain into four provinces, separates the military 
from the civil administration and institutes new military offices. 


Constantius, now emperor, with his son Constantine campaigns in Scotland. 
Death of Constantius at Eburacum. 


Edict of Milan grants toleration to the Christian Church. 
Three British bishops attend the Council of Arles. 
Constans visits Britain and pacifies the Scottish tribes. 
Julian sends Lupicinus to repel raids of Picts and Scots. 
Picts, Scots, Attacotti and Saxons raiding Britain. 


Great invasion of Picts, Scots and Attacotti, aided by Saxon pirates and a simultaneous 
attack on Gaul by Franks. 

Treachery in the Wall garrison. Nectaridus, Count of the Saxon Shore, killed and 
Fullofaudes, Duke of Britain, routed. 


Count Theodosius, sent by Valentinian I, clears Britain of invaders and restores the Wall. 
Signal stations built on Yorkshire coast. 


Magnus Maximus, a military commander in Britain, revolts and conquers Gaul and 
Spain from Gratian. 
Hadrian’s Wall swamped by invaders and not rebuilt. 


Maximus defeated at Aquileia by Theodosius. 

Stilicho improves the defences of Britain. 

Constantine II, a usurper, strips Britain of troops for his conquest of Gaul and Spain. 
Honorius tells the civitates of Britain to arrange for their own safety. 

Last appeal of the British civitates to Aetius. 
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ROMAN NAMES OF PLACES AND TRIBES 


The sources for Romano-British names are shown in the special index, and the following is 


a summary of their character. 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


(6) 


(7) 


THE GEOGRAPHY OF PTOLEMY (Geographia Clandii Ptolemaei) was compiled in Alexandria 
in the second quarter of the second century a.p. It covers the whole known world and takes 
the form of a list of the latitudes and longitudes of sufficient points to enable a series of maps to 
be drawn and the whole to be projected on the globe. Some of the MSS have maps attached to 
them, but as their origin and date is uncertain, no account has been taken of them in the preparation 


of fig. 1. 
Text (Books I-III) ed. C. Muller (Paris, 1883). 


THE ANTONINE ITINERARY (Jtinerarium Provinciarum Antonini Augusti) is a road book, 


giving routes throughout the Roman Empire with the distances between places lying on them. 


It originated probably in the time of Caracalla (M. Aurelius Antoninus) but in its surviving 
form includes later additions and amendments. Some island names occur in the Maritime 
Itinerary which is attached to it, and these are indicated in the same column. 


Text. Jtineraria Romana, Vol. I. ed. O. Cuntz. (Leipzig, 1929). 


THE PEUTINGER TABLE (Tabula Peutingeriana), so called from Conrad Peutinger into whose 
hands it fell in the 16th century, is similar in content and date to the Antonine Itinerary, but takes 
the form of a map on which the places, routes, and mileages are written. It covered the whole 
Empire and extended as far east as India, but it is much distorted and compressed into a strip 21 
feet long by 1 foot wide. The western portion, including Spain and the greater part of Britain, 
is missing, and as it was evidently lost before the existing copy was made some names appear in 
truncated form. It is useful as a check on the Antonine Itinerary in south and east Britain. 


Photographic copies of the British section have appeared in Axsiquity, Vol. I, (1927), 
and Archaeologia, Vol. XCIIT, (1949). 


THE NOTITIA DIGNITATUM (Noéitia Dignitatum, tam Civilium quam Militarium, in Partibus 
Orientis, in Partibus Occidentis) is a list of the officials, officers, and military units of the Empire, 
with their respective stations, relating, so far as Britain is concerned, to the 4th century. It 
includes the names of forts in the frontier districts and those under the command of the Count 
of the Saxon Shore, and is particularly valuable in the case of the former when used in conjunction 
with inscriptions. A few references from the Nositia Galliarum are included in the same column. 


Text. ed. O. Seeck (Berlin, 1876). 
THE RAVENNA COSMOGRAPHY (Ravennatis Anonymi Cosmographia) is a list of the 


countries, towns, and rivers of the known world compiled by an anonymous cleric of Ravenna 
in the late 7th century. It is based on various sources, probably including some form of (2) 
and (3) above, and much of the British section has been shown to be in itinerary order, though 
no distances are given. Despite its late date it includes no post-Roman material and adds many 
names which are not found elsewhere. 


Text. (British Section), ed. I. A. Richmond and O. G. S. Crawford, Archaeologia, Vol. 
XCIII, (1949). 


OTHER LITERATURE includes all earlier and contemporary literary sources other than those 
mentioned above. As will be seen, their contribution is very small. A few later references, 
from Gildas, Bede, and Nennius, have been added in this column. 


EPIGRAPHIC SOURCES include milestones, tombstones, dedicatory inscriptions, military 
diplomas, stamps on lead pigs, graffiti, etc. These tend to give names in abbreviated form and 
ate most valuable when used in conjunction with other sources. Only one name 
(HABITANCVM) is derived purely from epigraphic information. 
Text. The Roman inscriptions found in Britain were collected in Corpus Inscriptionum 
Latinarum, Vol. VU, (ed. Hubner, 1873). Additions and corrections appeared in Ephemeris 
Epigraphica, Vols. 111, TV, VI, and IX, and are now published annually in the Journal of 
Roman Studies. A new Corpus is in course of preparation. 
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All the literary sources are subject to some degree of corruption, and the correct Romano- 
British form of some names is doubtful; for a few, where the nominative is unknown, an oblique 
case is given. Useful works on this question, and on the derivation, meaning, and modern survival 
of names, are:— 

E. Ekwall: English River Names, (Oxford, 1928). 

E. Ekwall: The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Enolish Place Names (Ono: 3rd. ed., 1947). 

English Place Name Society: County volumes, as published. (Cambridge). 

K. Jackson: Language and History in Early Britain, (Edinburgh, 1953). 

I. A. Richmond, O. G. S. Crawford and I. Williams: The British Section of the Ravenna 
Cosmography, (Archaeologia, Vol. XCII, London, 1949) 

W. J. Watson: The History of Celtic Place Names in Scotland (Edinburgh, 1926). 


Names of doubtful attribution are shown by a special type on the map and by the addition of 
a query in the indices. 

The names commonly given to certain Roman roads are either Saxon in origin (Watling Street, 
Ermine Street, etc.) or are the inventions of later antiquaries (Via Julia, Via Devana, etc.) and do not 
appear on this map. We do not know the name given by the Romans to any single road in Britain, 
nor even whether they gave them names at all. 


NOTES ON MAPS IN THE TEXT 


FIGURE 1. A map of the British Isles compiled from the coordinates given in Book II of Ptolemy’s 
Geography (2nd century A.p.). Though he has brought a few details up to date (the 6th legion, for 
example, has replaced the 9th), much of the material used by Ptolemy relates to the 1st century and was 
collected by his predecessor, Marinus of Tyre. Roman knowledge of the islands was then comparable 
with European knowledge of Africa when the “Slug” Map was published (1855), but scientific 
geography made little further progress in the ancient world and Ptolemy’s errors were perpetuated. 


Ptolemy’s prime meridian ran through the Canary Islands, but he underestimated the size 
of the globe, so that London is placed 2° too far east and 2° 30’ too far north. 


FIGURE 2. The British section of the Antonine Itinerary ($§ 464-486) laid down ona map. The 
serial numbers of routes are a modern convention and do not appear in the original. 


The composite nature of the work is indicated by the fact that names appear in different forms 
(thus route V has Colonia and Icinos, while IX has Camulodunum and Venta Icinorum) and the 
staging points are not always the same (thus route II runs Luguvalium, Voreda, Bravoniacum, 
Verterae, while V runs Luguvalium, Brocavum, Verterae, though both are following the same road). 


While some names and figures have suffered corruption a comparison of the Itinerary mileages 
with the actual distances (here measured to the nearest Roman mile) gives a good impression of the 
Itinerary’s general accuracy. 


FIGURE 3. Durobrivae was the centre of the largest industrial complex known in Roman Britain. 
The fort and temporary camp relate to the early stages of the occupation and had probably been 
abandoned before the pottery industry began to develop. In addition to pottery Artis mentions 
iron works, but his evidence for these is questionable and they are not included. 


Note the characteristic “kite” shape of the town, produced by building walls round an area of 
ribbon development along the road. Outside the town the dominating feature is the large villa 
underlying Castor village, some of whose buildings were excavated by Artis. 


Sources: E. T. Artis: The Durobrivae of Antoninus (1828), F. Haverfield: Romano-British 
Northants. (V.C.H.,I 1902), M. V. Taylor: Romano-British Hunts.(V.C.H.,I. 1926), ait photographs by 
Dr. J. K. St. Joseph, Mr. S. K. Jopp and Major G. W. G. Allen; I. D. Margary: Roman Roads near 
Durobrivae (Antiquaries Journal XV, 1935), information supplied by Mr. G. Wyman Abbott, &c. 


FIGURE 4. An area of villa settlement. The villa at North Leigh, some of whose buildings are 
known only from air photographs, was one of the largest in the country. At Ditchley, a villa which 
was neither large nor luxurious, calculations based on the excavation of the granary have suggested 
an estate of some 1,000 acres. “Villa enclosures” are sites where banks analogous to that which 
enclosed Ditchley have been detected but where villas have not yet been identified. 
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Aves Ditch (also known as Ash Bank or Wattle Bank) is a well aligned earthwork of Roman 
or Jater date and may have been planned as a road. The Oxfordshire Grim’s Ditch has been proved 
by excavation to be pre-Roman and is not shown. 


Note the alignments of Akeman Street (suggesting an early, possibly military, site north of 
Alchester) and the characteristic position of the Romano-Celtic temple on a hill north of Woodeaton. 


Sources: D. B. Harden and M. V. Taylor: Romano-British Oxfordshire (V.C.H.,I. 1939): ait 
photographs by Major G. W. G. Allen and D. N. Riley etc., Ditchley: C. A. R. Radford: The Roman 
Villa at Ditchley, Oxon. (Oxoniensia I, 1936): Woodeaton: R. Goodchild and J. Kirk: The Romano- 
Celtic Temple at Woodeaton (Oxoniensia XIX, 1954). 


FIGURE 5. Incontrast to the North Oxfordshire area (fig. 4), the downlands of Wiltshire and Dorset 
remained under a more primitive system of agriculture. The farms vary in size, but apart from their 
contents (which include much Roman pottery, coins etc.) and the small refinement of painted plaster 
on their walls, they are indistinguishable from those of the pre-Roman Iron Age. Their small 
“Celtic” fields also remained in use with little modification, though in late Roman times large tracts 
of them appear to have been turned over to pasture. Part of the area may have formed an imperial] 
estate and Bokerly Dyke, built at or after the end of the 4th century to defend the area to the south of 
it, may be an official work. 


The industrial sites shown in Purbeck are those where the shale, obtained near Kimmeridge, 
was worked up into ornaments, furniture etc. 


The sinuous course of the Dorchester aqueduct is due to its character of an open leat, following 
a contour line round the valleys of the Frome’s tributaries. 


Sources: R. Colt Hoare: Ancient Wiltshire (1812), C. Warne: Ancient Dorset (1872), A. Pitt 
Rivers: Excavations in Cranborne Chase (1887-1892), O. G. S. Crawford and A. Keiller: Wessex from 
the Air (1928), C. F. C. Hawkes and S. Piggott: Britons, Romans and Saxons round Salisbury and in 
Cranborne Chase (Archaeological Journal CIV, 1947), information supplied by Mr. R. A. H. Farrar 
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FIGURE 1. THE BRITISH ISLES ACCORDING TO PTOLEMY 
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TOPOGRAPHICAL INDEX 


In this index sites are arranged in categories, according to the symbols used on the map, and 
within each category are listed in numerical order of their grid references. This enables any site 
shown by a symbol to be identified and related to the appropriate sheet in the standard series of 
Ordnance Survey maps. 


Example :— 

On the map there is a black triangle (= Villa) south-east of DANVM. Its grid reference, taken 

from the map, is approximately 43/6096. Under “Villas” in the index we find the entry: | 
“SK(43)6096 Stancil Wadworth Yorks 2z91Inw_ 103.” 

The villa therefore lay at or near a place called Stancil (actually some 400 feet north-east of the 

farm of that name) in the civil parish of Wadworth, in the county of Yorkshire, on sheet 291NW 

of the county Six-Inch series, on sheet 103 of the One-Inch map, in km. square SK 6096. From 

the grid reference may also be deduced the sheet number of the Two-and-a-Half-Inch map 

(SK 69) and, when published, of the National Grid series of Six-Inch and Twentyfive-Inch maps 

(SK 6onw and SK 6096). 


The figures in the right-hand column refer to the Seventh Series of the One-Inch map, now in 
course of publication. In England and Wales the sheet lines and numbers are the same as for the New 
Popular Edition; in Scotland, where the sheet lines and numbers are changed, the numbers of the 
Popular Edition are added in brackets. Most of the sites listed are shown on the larger scale Ordnance 
maps, but the density of modern detail or uncertainty as to precise location may sometimes prevent 
this. In the case of recent discoveries regard must be had to the date at which the map concerned 
was last revised. 


* Entries marked with an asterisk refer to civil settlements which are known to have been enclosed 
by earthwork defences of Roman type. 


+ Entries marked with an obelisk refer to military sites where the existence of vici has been established. 
~ Entries marked with a double obelisk refer to sites which are shown in text maps only. 
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